
 
National Alert Returns to Elevated - Yellow Status  Thursday afternoon, February 27, the National Alert was lowered from Elevated Condition – ORANGE 

to the Elevated Condition (Yellow).   An Elevated Condition is declared when there is a significant risk of terrorist 
attacks. In addition to the Protective Measures taken in the previous Threat Conditions, Federal departments and 
agencies should consider the following general measures in addition to the Protective Measures that they will 
develop and implement:  

1) Increasing surveillance of critical locations;  
2) Coordinating emergency plans as appropriate with nearby jurisdictions;  
3) Assessing whether the precise characteristics of the threat require the further refinement of preplanned 

Protective Measures; and  
4) Implementing, as appropriate, contingency and emergency response plans.  

The SEMA Duty Officer will be the after-hours point of contact 
 

Ridge Announces Ready Campaign 
Homeland Security Secretary Tom Ridge and the American Red Cross announced a campaign to educate 

Americans on steps they can take to prepare for and respond to disasters by being READY: make a kit, make a plan, 
and be informed. The campaign is designed to educate and empower American citizens to prepare for and respond 
to potential future terrorist attacks. The new campaign seeks to reduce fears and provide information by providing 
individuals specific actions they can take to protect themselves, their families and their communities in the wake of 
an attack, or another emergency situation. Much of this information is already available from different sources, the 
campaign brings the information to one easy location. 

Three important elements are: an Emergency Supply Kit, a Family Communications Plan and Being 
Informed and Aware. You can call 1-800-BE-READY to access a free brochure or visit www.ready.gov to learn the 
best ways to protect yourself and your family against terrorism.  

Emergency Supply Kit: Start with three days worth of non-perishable food and water.  Remember, even if 
your community is not directly affected by an attack, your life and daily routine may be disrupted.  You may need 
to shelter at home for a couple of days.  Roads and stores may be closed – electricity may be turned off – your 
water supply might be interrupted. Make sure you have flashlights and a battery-powered radio to hear the latest 
instructions from local authorities.  Don't forget extra batteries, a blanket, a first aid kit and medicines, and a 
manual can opener.  Stash away duct tape and pre-measured plastic sheeting for future use.  Experts tell us that a 
safe room inside your house or apartment can help protect you from airborne contaminants for approximately five 
hours – that could be just enough time for a chemical or biological agent to blow away.   
  Family Communication Plan: Make certain that everyone in the family knows how to get in touch with 
each other. Make sure everyone knows what to do in different types of disasters.  Every state, every community, 
every school and every workplace should have an emergency plan.  Find out what that plan is and who is in 
charge.  Choose a family meeting place, maybe a friend or relative's house.  Keep your gas tank half-full.  And 
always make sure you have a set of emergency and contact numbers posted by the phone. 

Be Informed and Aware: Log onto www.ready.gov or call 1-800-BE-READY.  In the event of an 
emergency, listen to local authorities for instructions. 
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Homeland Defense Journal Online Updates 
Homeland Defense Journal has changed its name to Homeland Defense Journal Online. The twice-monthly 

publication in PDF format will continue to be available every other week at www.homelanddefensejournal.com. In 
addition, the Homeland Defense Journal (print) will be launched. To get your free subscription, just fill out the form 
at http://www.surveysolutions.com/prs/hdj/hdj_print_survey.htm. Homeland Defense Journal covers a variety of 
topics, programs, new initiatives, funding, business opportunities and information sharing among members of the 
homeland defense and homeland security communities. Vol. 2, Issue 3 and Vol. 2, Issue 4 are on the Internet. 

 
Erie County, NY, Response & Readiness Program 

Featured in FEMA Smart Practices 
After September 11, Erie County’s emergency preparedness and response plans led officials to conclude 

that county departments needed to better integrate their plans and procedures for responding to major emergencies 
and disasters. This led to the creation of the Erie County Response Readiness Emergency Preparedness Team and, 
in time, a unified command structure for county emergency response operations.  
 The team established multi-disciplinary planning subcommittees to cover all critical areas – public health, 
emergency services, and infrastructure protection and law enforcement. Their initial job was to do capability 
assessments. The next step: strategies to address areas that needed strengthening. And the subcommittees have 
reached out beyond Erie County, expanding the effort from a countywide initiative to a region-wide endeavor 
involving eight counties in western New York State. For more information, go to the Smart Practices at 
www.fema.gov  
 

DHSS Posts 4 Bioterrorism Health Alerts 
The Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) uses its Health Alert Network to rapidly receive 

and disperse communications among public health and healthcare partners at the local, regional, state and federal 
levels. The department issued four health alerts on February 10, 2003.  They included: 

• #38 Suspected/Confirmed Vaccina Adverse Reaction (AR) to Smallpox Vaccine: Medical Response and 
Notification; 

• #39 Public Health and Water Supplies; 
• #40 Orange Level Medical Professionals Advisory; and 
• #41 Patient with Acute Febrile Generalized Vesicular or Pustular Rash Illness: Immediate Medical 

Response and Notification Procedures. 
 You can download the full text of those messages by going to the DHSS website: www.dhss.state.mo.us 

and click on the Emergency/Terrorism Response link.  Also note that recent health alerts will be noted under 
“What's new” and an archive of health alerts is also available. 

 
Keeping the Wolves at bay: Media Relations Transcript Available 

 The Transcript of February 19 Virtual Forum session, "Keeping the Wolves at Bay: Media Relations in 
Times of Crisis”, is now posted and available from the EIIP Virtual Forum home page, or directly at: 
http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc030219.htm. An MS Word version is also available at: 
ftp://www.emforum.org/pub/eiip/lc030219.doc  
 

Highlights of Terrorism Risk Insurance Act 2002 
The Terrorism Risk Insurance Act of 2002 generally applies to all lines of commercial property and 

casualty insurance.  The act specifically excludes personal insurance lines, health insurance, certain federally 
backed insurance programs, medical malpractice insurance and reinsurance. 

The three main elements of the act include: 1) Insurance availability; 2) Disclosure about premiums; and 3) 
Federal participation in terrorism losses. The Zurich American Insurance website posts text of the bill. The email 
address is:  
http://www.zurichna.com/zus/zurichus.nsf/pages/180EF3BDFFA4F27085256C8D00783257?OpenDocument  


